
Key features
Northern Water and Reclamati on will work jointly 
to rehabilitate the connecti ng channel structure. 
Because it is more than 50 years old the project must 
comply with the Nati onal Historic Preservati on Act. 

Constructi on features include:
• Construct coff erdams on the both sides of the 
structure to temporarily dewater the site
• Extend the structure’s existi ng concrete piers
• Install a new aluminum bulkhead and stop log 
system
• Rehabilitate deteriorated concrete
• Construct an additi onal walkway along the east 
side of the structure
• Replace the deteriorated rail system with a com-
posite material railing
• Install a structural steel gantry support for the 
new aluminum stop log system 
• Construct a loading pad and retaining wall at the 
north end of the structure

Potential impacts to public
Northern Water and Garney Constructi on will post 
informati onal signs regarding parking, public access 
and other project details in and adjacent to the 
constructi on area. 

Potenti al impacts to the general public during con-
structi on (Sept. 7 to Oct. 30) include:

• No pedestrian access to footpath and channel 
bridge
• Pedestrian access allowed for west porti on of 
Point Park and to access fi shing platf orm
• Designated public parking areas along Cairns 
Road (no vehicles allowed in the parking lot)
• No boat access through the connecti ng channel 
• Anti cipated work hours of 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday, with possible Sundays 
as requested by contractor
• Noise abatement procedures employed through-
out the constructi on process

Notifications
• Northern Water will provide the Town of Grand 
Lake with regular constructi on updates for publica-
ti on in local newspapers
• Northern Water will post a schedule of anti cipat-
ed weekly constructi on acti viti es on an informa-
ti onal sign adjacent to the constructi on area

Shadow Mountain Connecting Channel 
Rehabilitation Project 
April 2010 Update

The Shadow Mountain Connecting Channel structure is located between Grand 
Lake and Shadow Mountain Reservoir and was constructed in late 1944/45 as part of the 
Colorado-Big Thompson Project. The SMCC structure maintains the water level in Grand 
Lake within 12 inches of the high water line when the level of Shadow Mountain Reservoir 
is lowered. The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation modified the structure in 1963 to provide a boat 
access between the two water bodies and maintain pedestrian access over the channel.

Timeline
Anderson Consulti ng 
Engineers completed 
the project design in late 
2009 and Northern Water 
awarded a constructi on 
contract to Garney Con-
structi on in March 2010.  

With input from local 
representati ves, Reclama-
ti on and Northern Water 
determined the opti mal 
ti me period to shut down 
the connecti ng channel 
and rehabilitate the struc-
ture would be the month 
of October 2010. 

Garney Constructi on will 
also complete several re-
lated tasks in September, 
outside of the channel 
area, prior to rehabilitat-
ing the connecti ng chan-
nel structure.

April 2010
Noti ce to proceed with 
preliminary administra-
ti ve tasks

April to August 2010
Process shop drawings 
and fabricate/deliver criti -
cal materials and equip-
ment

Sept. 7, 2010
Mobilize contractor and 
begin constructi on work 
adjacent to connecti ng 
channel on north side

October 2010
Constructi on work on 
connecti ng channel 
structure

Oct. 31 to Nov. 15, 2010
Complete all items, clean 
up site and demobilize

May 15, 2011
Complete asphalt replace-
ment and re-vegetate site

For additional information:
Tom DeGrand, Project Manager
Office:  (970) 622-2205
Cell:  (970) 290-6314
E-mail: tdegrand@ncwcd.org


